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T MOULMEIN RISE

Jury Citation

1 Moulmein Rise is a highly accomplished building executed with finesse
and sophistication. The clarity in thinking is evident in its planning and
design, from the way the building engages the ground, right to its
command of the skyline.

Orientated north-south with a slim east-west elevation, the building
offers impressive views from the apartments, with each fagade
differentiated in response to climate. On the south elevation, traditional
‘monsoon windows’ are re-interpreted as modern bay windows with
perforated panels. Whilst on the north elevation, a rhythmic series of
metal screens is used as sunshades and rain overhangs, which conceals
services and fire-escape staircases at the same time.

1 Moulmein Rise is immediately recognised as a sophisticated design
and sets an extremely high quality benchmark for future projects.
Beyond its aesthetic appeal, the Jury also appreciates how the design
is resolved holistically and in relation to its context, for example in making
use of the existing sloping terrain to create swimming pools in tiers.

It serves as a good example of how intelligent architecture and urban

design can create excellent living spaces in high-rise residential towers,
carried through from concept to actual experience.




“We are very interested In
the way design works —
the design of design,

the practice of practice —
and the importance of
research and process
rather than the end result.
VWe want to be delighted
and surprised by what we

discover during the
porocess of design.”

Richard Hassell,
VWOHA




WOHA is a design practice focused on the built environment. Their
philosophy is to explore the potential of culture, context, history, nature,
climate, sustainability and social behaviour to evolve innovative design.
Formed in 1994 by Singaporean Wong Mun Summ and Australian
Richard Hassell, the practice is based on the model of the creative
industries, rather than traditional construction services. With a mix of
designers from diverse backgrounds, WOHA explores integrated
design for the built environment, encompassing master-planning,
architectural, landscape, interior and lighting and furniture design.

WOHA has received numerous local and international awards for
excellence in design such as the Aga Khan Award for Architecture
2007, Kenneth F. Brown Asia Pacific Cultural and Architecture Design
Award 2007, MIPIM AR Future Project Awards 2007, AR Awards for
Emerging Architecture 2006, RAIA International Award 2006 and
President’s Design Award 2006. WOHA has also been featured in
international professional publications. Some of their outstanding
projects include the MET in Bangkok, Alila Villas Uluwatu in Bali, School
of the Arts, Church of Saint Mary of the Angels, Tan Quee Lan Suites,
Gilstead Brooks and the Newton Suites.

1 Moulmein Rise is a project that investigated the nature of tall
speculative residential buildings and their status as both urban object
and private abode. A critique of existing models was that most
apartment buildings either tended to privilege the apartment layout,
simply stacking units up, or privilege the urban object, squeezing
apartments within a pre-determined shell.

The direction for the design sought to negotiate an architectural solution
that achieved the following aims: for the end user to have apartments
that are comfortable, efficient and elegant, for the public to create an
urban object that is a pleasing addition to the skyline, and for the
developer to maximise returns on the development.










