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As a recent addition to a public housing estate, Bishan Community

Library has rapidly grown to become a symbolic centre of the
community, and has impacted positively on local life and the streetscape.

With a modest budget and programmme, the library appears to be a
simple building, but there is a high concentration of delightful details,
demonstrating the virtuosity and commitment to good design.

A clear solution of projecting glass boxes is deployed on its main
fagcade, and by extending these boxes from outside into the ramped
internal street, a feeling of continuity is created. When one makes a
transition from the entrance to the bookshelves, the promenade evokes
a quiet sense of drama, space and volume.

In terms of building orientation and fagade treatment, the design also
takes environmental considerations into account. The east and west
walls are given a more opaque treatment, with services located and
shielded by the west wall.

Attention is consistently given to details such as the creation of semi-
public/private spaces for reading, splayed treatment of the east

wall windows and in the design of graphics and carpets. Through the
clever choice of colours and furnishings, the design creates a cheerful
environment and engages users across all ages, effectively making
a particularly distinctive public building with a few deceptively simple
devices.

The Jury applauds the design, for fulfilling its promise of being a
community building in every way.




‘Designing buildings is more
than just creating spaces,

't IS albout discovering ano
celeprating the values and
spirt of our time.
Architecture or urban design
that benetfits the larger
community inspire and
resonate well with us.”

L ook Boon Gee,
L OOK Architects




LOOK Architects was founded in 1993 by partners, Look Boon
Gee and Ng Sor Hiang, who both graduated from the University
of New South Wales with Honours. Boon Gee also obtained his
Master of Architecture by Project from the Royal Melbourne Institute
of Technology. The firm’s design philosophy is rooted in identifying
the necessities and aspirations of the people and place to arrive
at a unique solution for each project, coupled with the constant
exploration and experimentation with new building technology to
push for the maximum design potential and celebrate the human
spirit of design. They conscientiously avoid the dogmatic trappings
of following architectural manifestos and choose to approach each
project with an open mind. This architectural approach is evident
in their numerous award recognitions like the BCA's Best Buildable
Design Awards for 28 Eng Hoon Street in 1999 and 17 Tavistock
Avenue in 2000, Arcasia Awards for Architecture 2001-2002 for
No. 5 Gemmil Lane and the 7th SIA Architectural Design Award
for 70 Seletar Hills Drive.

Their design of the Bishan Community Library had won them local
and international accolades for its architecture. “Look Boon Gee
has created a library that does two things: it creates urbanity by
promoting a public institution in a commercial district, exquisitely
leavening the dough of everyday activity and ennobling the
surrounding commercial fabric. And it provides an interior experience
that inspires the love of learning,” says Leon van Schaik AO,
Professor of Architecture (Innovation Chair), RMIT University, who
provided an insightful observation on the Library.










