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In an age where we are inundated with digital design, it is very inspiring
to see that the Arts and Crafts tradition is still alive and thriving in
Singapore, through the versatile public design works of this Grand
Master. His sense of precision, attention to details and application of
delicate texture is manifested in many different forms and medium.
These wonderful works range from very small scale designs such as
stamps, currency notes, coins, right to the very large with huge murals
and six-tonne sculptures that greet visitors at many national parks in
Singapore. This award recognises and honours the long, prolific career
of Siak Loy, who has dedicated himself to his craft and has created
truly exceptional bodies of work for the public domain that many
generations can continue to enjoy.




“10 pursue the field of art is
iNndeed a very long journey
that requires much
endurance. Besides going
through all the foundation
training as an artist, this is
a journey of hard work,
constant upgrading of
oneself, having a willing
mind to explore, and
acquiring broad knowledge
N general matters - which
are all critical in building up
one’s artistic aptitude.”

Eng Siak Loy




Stamps are national treasures and have been regarded as miniature
encyclopedias which record our way of life, rich and diverse cultural
heritage and its environment - capturing a nation’s history through
specially designed images that are each painstakingly drawn and
hand-painted. The man behind many well-loved Singapore stamps
such as the Chek Jawa Nature Series, Wetland Wildlife Series and
the Singapore Tropical Freshwater Fish Series is none other than
Eng Siak Loy. He is a prolific designer of Singapore stamps and
coins, and has to date designed 56 sets of Singapore stamps and
18 sets of coins.

Siak Loy has had a long and successful art career which began with
his training at the Singapore Academy of Art in the 1960s. He has
staged many art exhibitions - notably the Singapore Artists’ Art
Exhibition in Moscow in 1978, the 5th Festival of Asian Art in Hong
Kong in 1980, and the 1st and 2nd Bru-Sin Art Exhibitions in Negara
Brunei Darussalam in 1988 and 1991.

As an acclaimed artist, his paintings can be found in both private
and public collections. Siak Loy has also won several awards in
various local and international art competitions. With his strong
affinity to nature, it is no wonder that his design of the 2002 HSBC
Care-for-Nature Heritage Trees stamp series was awarded ‘Asia's
Most Beautiful Stamps’ and the ‘2nd Most Beautiful Stamp in the
World’ in 2003 by Paris-based Timbropresse Group, a leader of the
French-speaking philatelic press with Timbres Magazine.






In the recent launch of the 2007 HSBC Care-for-Nature series,
inhabitants of the sea such as the False Clown Anemonefish
(Amphiprion ocellaris), Sea Anemone (Stichodactyla sp.), Singapore
Goby (Crytocentrus leptocephalus), Blind Shrimp (Alpheus sp.),
Hawksbill Turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata), Remora (Echeneis
naucrates), Razorfish (Aeoliscus strigatus) and Sea Urchin (Diadema
sp.) burst into life with Siak Loy’s palette of bold and vibrant colours.

Siak Loy had also designed the stamps for the 600th Anniversary
of Admiral Zheng He’s Voyages. In 1999, he had the honour of being
the first Singaporean in the nation’s history to design the entire
Portrait Series of currency notes launched by the Board of
Commissioners of Currency (Singapore). The Portrait Series is an
important slice of history, as it introduces Singapore's fourth series
of currency notes that for the first time features a portrait as the
central theme, instead of flowers, birds and ships.










